
Reconstituting Geology on a Damaged Earth

ROCKING CRADLE

1 Tree nursery installation view of the Planter Rocking Cradle with carnivorous 
swamp plant at Hazelwood Green (©Massery Photography, 2022)
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The Rocking Cradle is an interactive installation comprised 

of multiple binder-jet-printed vessels integrated into a 

public tree nursery. Informed by hydrological and geolog-

ical processes, the Rocking Cradle is conceived as a literal 

and figurative device for fostering environmental steward-

ship. Situating the tree nursery as a community space, these 

sand-printed vessels hybridize the typology of urban furni-

ture with the behaviors of water flow, water collection, bird 

bathing, and growing native plants. Located in a polluted 

post-industrial landscape, the installation is conceived as 

a new form of ecological infrastructure that fosters stew-

ardship through the instigation of urban play (Cupkova and 

Huber 2021). Co-authored through a series of environmental 

justice workshops, the semi-porous, stone-like surfaces 

carry embedded messages from local youth, thus becoming 

vehicles for local environmental consciousness intertwined 

with communal discourse.

The project engages the former steel mill site and its pollu-

tion patterns by drawing new awareness to its conflicted 

histories. Each vessel serves as a symbolic substrate 

that is formed from anthropogenic and earthen waste to 

create both a protective barrier and remediated ground for 

nurturing new plant life. Carrying forward technologies of 

water flow simulation (Cupkova, Azel, and Mondor 2015), 

the articulated surfaces build up a visual intuition for the 

ways in which landscapes behave entangled with cryptic 

text/plant graffiti to inspire new forms of empathy. The 

objects, through their geometric figuration, begin to care 

for the landscape they sit in. They cultivate new ecological 
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